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VIETjAI BORNE LASER LABORATORY DESTROYED

The Soviet Union's airborne high ehergy laser test prog
( er
catastrop'?;; rgi:;x;'etu;sglunig fn the loss of the prc;‘gram's ontlgs:i:cerl:aiftl ?agggg{gs has suffere
: et laboratory, a converted II-76 transp "
;oetg.uy c}estroyed the aircraft on the ground at the 'airp?)rats:eagfaggg:uia%k?\l/"e: vo yire that
Shc;;;?(a ssagce satellite photographs had recorded the high energy laser t:st vehters s, 280
Ovo base only hours before the fire. Subsequent photograph e et the
of the aircraft, o : graphy showed the destruction
The II-76 aircraft equipped by the Soviets orne high ene 3
_ \ as their airborne hi :
:;2:({:112 h:?rbls::c :nAt;f[e‘ (fz;'r :everallJ yeari and its mission is believedlgtg i!;ﬁl;g){)ég;e:i::;ear:h
.S. \Alrberne Laser Laboratory), a hj i irerafs
investigating the Integratiqn and opereation of the high' ene}rghlfaslgst; rom the. 'NKC.'IBS ool
to an airborne target. ey [rom the airborne taboratory
The Air Force completed the initial ' 4
_ ) phases of the ALL r :
?5{ 1983, and thf aircraft is now in a flight readiness status at KirtlandeAs;g'cgprogmm on uly
uture missions," Alr Force officials said yesterday. T c M- for "potential

a

STAT STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/06 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100010018-1



